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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



THE ZIONIST CONFERENCE AT BASLE. 

" Thus saith the Lord, who giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances 
of the moon and the stars for a light by night, who divideth the sea when the waves 
thereof roar: the Lord of Hosts is His name: If those ordinances depart from be- 
fore Me, saith the Lord, then the seed of Israel shall cease from being a nation before 
Me for ever." 

Deathless nation 1 Deathless destiny 1 

Prom the realization of traditional hopes have been birthed a modern 
Germany, a modern Italy, a modern Greece. " In the realization of tradi- 
tional hopes, hopes which come down to us from the hoary past, hopes 
which have nerved us, which have inspired us with patience to bear and with 
courage to die, a new Palestine shall be born," shout the Zionists of today. 

Never has History seen such a gathering as that which assembled on 
the banks of the Rhine, in the old city of the three kings, on the twenty- 
eighth of la~t August. 

Hundreds of delegates from all parts of the world were there to discuss 
plans carefully prepared for the rehabilitation of the deathless nation. 
But unlike the assemblies which origined all the great powers of to-day, 
unlike all the movements whose visible results are a free Holland, a humi- 
liated Spain, a Germany and an Italy and a Greece, never once was there 
spoken a word to hint appeal to sword, to vomiting death-tube or to any of 
war's cursed furies. " Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit" 
seemed to be the hidden but majestic force which pulsed the hearts and 
quickened the tongues in that matchless assemblage whose members hailed 
from Europe, Africa, North and South America and Australia. 

Wonderful was the enthusiasm. Yet it differed from that which drove 
the followers of a Theudas or a Bar Cochba to dare the might of Rome in mad 
effort to make their nation free. It differed from that which caused 
thousands whose hearts yearned for Messiah to end their woes, to pin their 
faith to such adventurers as a David Reubeni and a Solomon Molcho in the 
sixteenth and to a Sabbatai Zebi in the seventeenth centuries. For at Basle 
there was no mad despair to bid men grasp the weapon, and there was no 
thoughtless ignorance to move them to unreasoning folly. Instead there 
was a holy love of peace, a consciousness that Time's wheel would bring the 
laggard Justice to the side of the Jew, a calm, cool, calculating wisdom, a 
courage to correct any move proved false by experience, a wonderful 
patience, a far-seeing political conception, a determination to succeed. For 
was not the weal of the world wound up in the realization of the national 
hopes which mean Zionism, as portrayed in the Holy Book of Inspirations ? 

Intense was the interest when the President, Dr. Herzl, opened the con- 
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Kress with his address. Admirable was the tact with which he swept away 
the objections which have caused so many patriotic Hebrews to hold aloof 
from his movement, for indeed to him belongs the honor of its inception. 
"The same people who reproach us that Zionism creates new barriers 
between mankind, find fault with us for aspiring to the friendship of 
Christian Zionists. But for us it is not only a mere question of opportunism 
when we press the hand so cordially stretched forth to us. It testifies above all 
that Zionism possesses a power for reconciliation. . . . We hold firm to 
our Judaism. . . . We are ready to bring about the reconstruction of 
Judaism ; we have everything in abundance, men, material, and plans. What 
we require is the soil. ... No one will deny that there is an unbreak- 
able connection between our people and this land. If there be such a thing 
as a claim to a part of the earth, all peoples who believe in the Bible must 
recognize the right of the Jews to Palestine, and they can do so without envy 
and without fear, for the Jews are not a political power and never will be 
one." ... A sketch of the plans followed and his speech closed amid 
earnest applause proclaiming loyalty to the plans and personal regard for 
him. After the adoption of "Order of Procedure" Dr. Max Nordau ascended 
the tribune. It was the author of Degeneration preaching Regeneration. 
For his theme was the regeneration of all legitimate Jewish hopes. Brill- 
iantly he reviewed the condition of the Jews in all lands. Most poetically he 
spoke of Zionism's awakening of Judaism to new life. . . . "Judaism is 
Zionism and Zionism is Judaism. ... In our camp is Israel, in the other 
dead limbs, he exclaimed, parodying the words of the poet Grillparzer. 

Then followed the reports of the committees appointed at the conference 
of the preceding year— the first ever held. Prom them we learn that there 
are 913 Zionist societies, that there is a cash balanee of over 60,000 francs in 
the treasury, and it was made known that that the first year's income was 
about £12,000, which at the rate of a shekel for each contributor means 
about 250,000 adherents. And this after so short a life ; for this is but the 
second year of organized Zionism I 

At the next day's session it was announced that 835 telegrams and 130 
letters had been received. Then the " Programme of the Movement" and 
" Colonization" reports were taken up. On the third day, the report on 
" the Colonial Bank" was discussed and the following recommendations 
were adopted— recommendations which merit careful study and which can- 
not but provoke admiration. 

1. Under the name " Jewish Colonial Bank " a hank shall be founded which 
shall be under the supervision of a Corporation to be appointed by the Congress. 
This body shall be charged with the promotion or the foundation of the following 
enterprises, in so far as they will yield a.profltable revenue : 

1. Creation of industrial establishments, both of Insurance and Shipping Com- 
panies, in the East (the words " especially Palestine and Syria" were subse- 
quently added) for the purpose of utilizing Jewish labor. 

2. The support of Jewish Agricultural Colonies by guaranteeing loans to colo- 
nists against mortgages, securities or bills, and by the purchase and parcel- 
ing of land, etc. 

3. Organization of export and import trade in Syria and Palestine by support of 
commercial undertakings. 

i. Acquisition of concessions for construction of roads, harbor works, mines 

and trade monopolies in the East. 
5. Establishment of, or partnership in, banks for the above-named objects. 

2. In addition to these enterprises, the Bank is empowered temporarily to 
utilize its funds for profitable undertakings of such a character that they shall not 
be locked up for any length of time. 
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The details will be settled by the Preparatory Committee. 

3. All speculative business is on principle excluded. 

4. The Bank shall, according to circumstances and practicability, establish 
branches in different countries. 

5. The Bank shall be founded with a capital of two million pounds sterling, in 
shares of one pound sterling each. On the establishment of the Bank the Prepara- 
tory Committee is empowered to issue these shares in part only, in proportion to the 
number applied for. 

6. The seat of the Bank is London. 

7. The Preparatory Committee shall settle the constitution and management of 
the Bank with due regard to the draft Statutes and to the wishes expressed by the 
Congress, and shall, in agreement with the Executive Committee of the Zionist 
Congress, make these the basis of the Bank. 

8. The Congress approves the election of a Committee of nine members to make 
preparations for the establishment of the Bank. 

This Committee is empowered to co-b'pt other members in all countries, with the 
view to the formation of an enlarged Committee, which shall organize the subscrip- 
tion. The Committee of Nine has authority, under supervision of the Executive 
Committee of the Zionist Congress, to adopt measures which are desirable or 
practical for the foundation of the Bank. 

The colonization report was then concluded, and a paper on Jewish cul- 
ture was read by Dr. Ehrenpreis, for the Hebrew language and literature is 
among the dearest ideals of Zionism. A ringing speech from Dr. Gaster, 
the Haham or ecclesiastical chief of the Sephardic Jews of England, practi- 
cally concluded the conference; for the remaining proceedings were formal. 
With the addresses of Dr. Kiilf calling for Hochs for Drs. Herzl, Nor. 
dau, Gaster and Mandelstamm, with the expression of the thanks of the dele- 
gates to the managers by Strelitzki and with Dr. Herzl's acknowledgements, 
the second Zionist conference became history. 

And the meaning of it all ? 

That the deathless nation is saying to the world, Come and help on the 
realization of Zionism, for Zionism means the realization of the great and 
grand ideals of the Bible for mankind's benefit. For it means the establish- 
ment of a court of arbitration for the settlement of nations' disputes, with 
the nations pledged to enforce the court's findings. It means a quickening 
of religious sentiment consequent upon the fulfilment of Bible teachings, a 
deeper consciousness of God in human affairs, since it can only be God 
who brings about the revival of any nation " not by might and not by force, 
but by His Spirit." In a word it means a mighty step forward towards the 
brotherhood of man and the Fatherhood of God. 

Two points sometimes alleged against Zionism remain to be noticed. 
The one, that any appropriation of Palestine against Turkey's will must 
mean violence. The answer is that only by theSpiritof God do the Hebrews 
hope to have the land given to them. By mutual consent of all the great 
Powers, and among them Turkey, do the sons of the deathless nation hope 
to see their dreams realized. 

The second point is that many Jews are opposed to what they call " poli- 
tical Zionism," by which they understand that all Jews in all lands will owe 
political obedience to Palestine and therefore cannot be citizens of the land 
of their adoption. To this the efficient answeristhat they will owe only 
spiritual allegiance to Palestine, just as Catholics owe spiritual, and only 
spiritual, allegiance to Borne ; that they will owe temporal allegiance, i. «., 
obedience to all the laws of their adopted country, just as Catholics owe and 
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give allegiance to the temporal laws of the country of their adoption. 
The destiny of the Jews is only a spiritual one. This destiny and the 
fact that Hebrews are to reside in all parts of the world are perhaps 
sufficiently indicated in a Zionite song with which I close this contribution, 
a song which, whether sung by Englishmen to the air of their national 
anthem or by Americans to " My Country, 'tis of Thee," will perhaps appeal 
to its readers and tell the world the heart-thoughts of Zionism. 

" God, we implore of Thee " Now bid her weep no more, 

End Zion s misery. Do Thou her sons restore— 

Send her Thine aid ! Love-gift from Thee ! 

Send Thou her sons to heal Make those who still would stay 

Wounds which the years reveal, In other lands obey 

Woes which at last in weal Thy holy law that they 

For aye shall fade ! World-priests may be ! 

" God, loving, tender, good I For some by Thy command 

As if in widowhood Must live in ev'ry land 

She weeps for Thee ! To make Thee known ! 

Be once more reconciled, "Priests to the world are we, 

As father pities child This is our destiny, 

Pity her grief so wild For all shall bend the knee 

She weeps for Thee ! To Thee alone 1" 

H. Peeeiea Mendes. 



POSTAL CURRENCY. 



Convenience in small things makes possible a great business. A busy 
man hesitates to buy a post office order. He is averse to subjecting himself 
to the annoyance of going to the post office, perhaps standing in line, to wait 
his turn, or at least to wait while the money order clerk writes and punches 
various slips of paper. Therefore, when occasion arises for the transmission 
of a small sum of money through the mail, he casts about for some more 
convenient method. 

Assuming that the law of the unit is the law of the mass, let us put our- 
selves in the place of the average citizen, and from his standpoint view the 
matter. Perhaps he owes a friend a small sum of money, less than 15.00 ; 
possibly he desires to order some article he has seen advertised, or to sub- 
scribe for a favorite newspaper or magazine, or to secure some book not kept 
In stock by his local stationer. The first question prominent in his mind, 
after determining to make the remittance, is, " How shall the money be 
transmitted ? " If he be possessed of much leisure time, he may determine 
to drop inat the post office some convenient day and purchase a government 
postal note ; but if he is busy, and anxious to finish up the matter while he 
has it in mind, he will at once cast about for some way to send the money, 
without subjecting himself to the inconvenience of the present method. 

Postage stamps offer a means, if he is fortunate enough to have them in 
stock. Lacking a sufficient quantity of these, he may cut, in a piece of 
pasteboard, holes large enough to accommodate some silver coin, and insert- 
ing the.pieces therein, bid his money an affectionate farewell, with a hope 
that It will reach its destination safely. A check on his inland bank may 
suggest itself. This is a convenient method for him, but when the recipient 
undertakes to realize from a small check of $1.00, $2.00 or $3.00, the toll for 
collection seems heavy, and comes out of the wrong pocket. 



